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An important
message for
farmers who
use ammonium
nitrate fertilizer

For more information

Fertilizer Safety and Security Council’s
Ammonium Nitrate Code of Practice

www.fssc.ca

Restricted Components Regulations:
http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mms-
smm/expl-expl/com-com-eng.htm

info@fssc.ca

OnGuardGuardOn

� Only buy as much
ammonium nitrate as you
can use immediately

� Store product securely –
keep it out of the wrong
hands

� Report any signs of theft
or attempts to local police
immediately

� Co-operate with retailers
who ask for more
information – it is now
a federal law

Call the RCMP hotline
1-800-387-0020

to report
suspicious activity
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AMMONIUM NITRATE is valuable for the
production of healthy food in Canada but
it can also be dangerous in the wrong hands.
It can be used as a component to make
explosives. Farmers can help keep it out
of the hands of terrorists and criminals.
To protect the public, they need to exercise
caution buying and storing ammonium
nitrate.

Among the steps growers should take to
be On Guard is to buy only as much
ammonium nitrate as needed for their crops.
Make sure the product is protected before
its application and not left unattended in
the field or accessible to third parties.

Unauthorized reselling of ammonium nitrate
is strictly prohibited under federal regulations.
If any remains, store it securely. And if farmers
see any evidence that entry into the storage
facility has been attempted or the fertilizer
stolen, report it immediately to police.

FARMERS SHOULD also co-operate when
retailers ask for identification and more
detailed information about their ammonium
nitrate needs. They are not only doing their
part, it is the law. Under the federal Restricted
Components Regulations retailers have to keep
sales records which include the purchaser’s
name, address, telephone number, and
intended use of the product. They are also
required to provide farmers with printed
information stating that:

� security measures should be taken to
prevent the theft of the ammonium
nitrate

� any signs of theft, attempted theft,
tampering or loss not attributable to
normal operations should be immediately
reported to the local police, and

� the unauthorized reselling of ammonium
nitrate is prohibited

It makes good business sense for farmers
to build a long-term relationship with their
local agri-retailers. Buy from someone you
know and trust. Avoid on-farm storage of
ammonium nitrate by purchasing only what
can be used immediately.
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INDUSTRY IS On GuardWHAT FARMERS NEED TO KNOWWHAT FARMERS NEED TO KNOW THE FERTILIZER
INDUSTRY IS On Guard

Canadian fertilizer manufacturers, distributors
and retailers began working together in 1999
to establish proper security for ammonium
nitrate during its transportation, storage and
retailing.

As part of that program, CFI and its partners
distributed posters and videos to raise
awareness with retailers and farmers across
Canada.

Canada’s fertilizer industry also works in close
collaboration with governments and law
enforcement agencies to identify security
threats and to protect fertilizer products
from illegal misuse.

The Canadian Association of Agri-Retailers,
a CFI partner, works with police through its
Theft Watch Program and makes awards
available for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of anyone involved in thefts.

CFI, along with Natural Resources Canada,
has developed an Ammonium Nitrate Code
of Practice…see it on the Fertilizer Safety
and Security Council web site www.fssc.ca.
The federal regulations are available at http://
www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mms-smm/expl-expl
/com-com-eng.htm

On Guard encourages everyone who
supplies ammonium nitrate to implement
security plans, maintain records of ammonium
nitrate sales and inventories, and alert law
enforcement officials of suspicious activity
by using a toll-free RCMP hotline number:
1-800-387-0020.

AGRI-RETAILERS
REMAIN On Guard
AGRI-RETAILERS
REMAIN On Guard

For agri-retailers, the safe and secure storage
of ammonium nitrate is not only the right
thing to do, it is the law. Physical security
requirements may include alarms, lighting,
controlled access, locks, signage and
surveillance for storage facilities. It also
means careful monitoring and reporting
of inventory.

Care needs to be taken to keep ammonium
nitrate in the right hands. Retailers know
their customers, local soil conditions and
the products needed for farming in their
area. This expertise should be put to use
when selling ammonium nitrate.

While talking with customers, retailers should
ask questions to determine if something is not
quite right regarding the quantity requested,
resistance to considering alternatives or the
overall composure of the customer.

Detailed records
on purchases of
ammonium nitrate
must be kept.
Customers must

provide identification
and a description
of how the product

will be used.
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