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Our Vision
A globally competitive fertilizer industry contributing 

to the supply of safe and nutritious food. 

Our Mission
To be the recognized and unified voice of the Canadian 

fertilizer industry by promoting the responsible, sustainable
and safe production, distribution and use of fertilizers. 

This annual report was printed on 
Mohawk 50/10 gloss stock. This paper is
15 percent post-consumer recycled and
SFI certified, which means the other pulp
comes from sustainable forests. It is also
manufactured using wind energy credits.



Chairman’s Letter
Fellow members,

As Chairman of CFI over the last two years, I have witnessed our industry reach exceptional
heights and then, like most industries, become affected by the worldwide economic reces -
sion. During these challenging times, CFI has continued to represent our industry with

strong and consistent messaging about fertilizer’s role in sustainable and economical agricultural
production.

In the past year, CFI has done an admirable job of advancing important programs for our
industry while managing the fiscal realities of the economic downturn. Three of CFI’s programs
gained national and international recognition: 4R Nutrient Stewardship; a comprehensive
anhydrous ammonia training and awareness package for first responders; and, last but certainly
not least, the Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada. 

The 4R Nutrient Stewardship program was conceived by CFI and IPNI and has been adopted 
by The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) in the United States and the International Fertilizer Industry
Association (IFA) Agriculture Committee. The program establishes the science behind the Right
Source @ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® nutrient stewardship system, focusing on the
combined environmental, economic and social benefits that come from making the right nutrient
use decisions. The 4Rs have also been endorsed by the Manitoba, Alberta and Ontario provincial
governments.

The Fertilizer Safety and Security Council (FSSC) presented the first copy of the ammonia
training and awareness program to the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs at CFI’s annual
Fertilizer and Agri-Retail reception in Ottawa on March 31, 2009. Many hours of hard work, first 
in negotiating a new and more suitable placard designation with Transport Canada and then in
developing this excellent package, help first responders understand the change. In addition, the
Ammonia Code of Practice began the first two-year mandatory audit period. It is the first industry-
led program of this magnitude for the safe and secure handling of anhydrous ammonia. By
January 1, 2011, all ammonia retail sites will need to have successfully passed an FSSC audit. 

This year, CFI officially launched the Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada to both the industry
and the Canadian public. At a time when the environment is a major topic of concern, the
Foundation is another building block in a greener, more sustainable Canada. As a founding donor,
I am pleased to see the Foundation’s excellent progress in getting science-based educational
materials into schools with the launch of the Nourishing the Planet in the 21st Century curriculum
supplements for Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario. I encourage all CFI members to
support Nutrients for Life in their efforts by ensuring your local schools have a copy of this excellent
resource.

CFI’s continued success as the voice of the fertilizer industry on issues such as transportation,
greenhouse gases, fertilizer costing and global markets has been recognized on the political scene,
as CFI was again named one of Canada’s 50 top lobbyist associations by The Hill Times, Ottawa’s
political newsweekly.

It has truly been a pleasure to work with CFI’s talented and dedicated team over the past two
years. I am confident in their abilities to achieve excellent results for our industry in any political or
economic environment, in good times as well as in challenging times. You are in good hands.
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Sincerely,

Russ Holowachuk
CFI Chairman
Vice President, General Manager
Canadian Fertilizers Limited



President’s Report
Dear CFI members,

The political landscapes in both Canada and the U.S. underwent many changes over the last 
12 months. Following an election where the Conservative government came within 10 seats
of forming a majority, they advanced an agenda that led the Opposition Liberals, New

Democrats and Bloc Quebecois to form an unprecedented collation with the hopes of bringing down
the minority Conservative government on a vote of confidence. The resulting political uncertainty
put many issues, such as clean air and greenhouse gas regulations on hold for the first half of 2009. 

One year ago, the world was focused on the impending food crisis, however focus quickly changed
to economic uncertainty. As the impact of the recession took full effect, CFI met with a variety of farm
groups and government officials to explain that fertilizer costs were based on the global market trends.
CFI appeared before the House of Commons Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food in May
to discuss competitiveness in Canadian agriculture. At the hearing, CFI highlighted the fertilizer
industry’s contributions to the competitiveness of crop producers, including: ensuring farmers have
reliable access to high-quality fertilizer products; providing the latest scientific advice to allow farmers
to get the most from every dollar spent on fertilizer; and, managing stewardship programs to protect
the environment and protect the public from accidents or criminal misuse. CFI will continue to spread
our key messages about fertilizer supply and demand to organizations and farm groups throughout
the country in 2009/2010. We believe that along with our partners throughout agriculture, our industry
will play an important role in leading the country out of the current recession when the world’s attention
refocuses, and food supply will likely be again at the forefront. 

Over the past twelve months, CFI made great strides in building and improving upon our strong
relationships with industry stakeholders such as farmers, first responders and educators. As one way
of reaching out to the agri-retail community, we held a half day Fertilizer Outlook Forum during the
CAAR Convention this year in Regina. The Forum, which was attended by approximately 400 people,
outlined the current and potential future of fertilizer supply and demand. Working in partnership
with other stakeholders will continue to be a highly effective strategy for CFI in the year ahead.

This year the fertilizer industry lost an innovative member of its community. Former CFI Honourary
Member and Chairman Henry Neutens was a forward thinker and it is because of his efforts starting
20 years ago that CFI has become a leader in sustainability and environmental stewardship. It was
Henry who recognized the need for, and established, the first industry environmental committee in
North America. The industry’s life-cycle stewardship and innovative approach to coalitions with
others in agriculture, such as the Crop Nutrients Council, have all stemmed from Henry’s leadership at
CFI. Henry passed away February 5, 2009 at the age of 70. He will be sorely missed by our industry.

Our leadership in nutrient management led to the 4R Nutrient Stewardship system – Right Source
@ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® – being embraced by organizations across Canada and around
the world. The 4R system is an excellent tool to communicate our messaging to our stakeholders. 
It positively enforces proper nutrient management and engages farmers with its science-based
approach that encompasses society’s economic, social, and environmental sustainability goals.

Nutrients for Life builds on the principles of sustainability by bringing an exciting new science-
based curriculum supplement to Canadian schools. The supplements include six lessons, matched to

Roger Larson
President
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individual provincial curriculum standards, to help teachers
demonstrate the importance of plant nutrients for agriculture and
the environment.  In the coming year, Nutrients for Life will shift
from program development to marketing and outreach to get the
supplements in the hands of as many teachers as possible.

CFI incoming Chairman, Hugh Loomans, has been a tireless
supporter of the Foundation and all of CFI’s advocacy work. Hugh led
a dedicated team of agronomists, curriculum experts and teachers 
in completing curriculum supplements tailored specifically for the
provincial curriculum requirements in Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and Ontario. The Foundation continues to deliver a
science-based message on the importance of plant nutrients in
maintaining the food supply, protecting the environment and
providing healthy green spaces to Canadians.  

In closing I would like to thank outgoing Chairman, Russ Holowachuk, who has led CFI during
the economic highs and lows of the past two years. We always valued his leadership and input on CFI 
programs and new initiatives. It has been my pleasure to work with Russ during his term as
Chairman and I want to thank him for doing such an outstanding job. 

CFI celebrated a milestone anniversary this year, as September 26, 2008 marked CFI’s 50th year 
of incorporation. Prior to 1958, CFI’s predecessor, the Plant Food Producers of Eastern Canada, 
had been the representative body of many of the fertilizer producers in Canada. In its early years, 
the Canadian Fertilizer Association, as we were then known, remained a voluntary organization 
with membership ranging from 12 to 18 companies. The industry
grew in the mid-60s, with new potash production and development
of nitrogen fertilizer plants of world-scale size. The inclusion of the
Western Canada Fertilizer Association in the 1990s shaped CFI as a
national body, working on behalf of all industry members,
manufacturers, wholesale and retail distributers. 

Over the past year and for the past 50 years, CFI has been here to
ensure the voice of the fertilizer industry is heard. I look forward to
an exciting and productive year ahead.

Sincerely,

Roger Larson
President
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Staff of TFI, CFI and EFMA meet in Washington
September 2008

CFI and CAAR Members at CFI’s Parliamentary
Forum March 2009
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Economics Committee Chair:  
Darrell Zwarych
The Mosaic Company

Economics

We have seen tremendous,

probably the most dramatic

changes in market conditions in

the last 12 months that we have

ever seen in living memory, not just

in fertilizer markets, in the energy

markets, in the grain markets. 

Roger Larson
Standing Committee on 

Agriculture and Agri-Food
May 7, 2009

CFI is committed to helping establish and maintain favourable operating conditions for our
member companies. We are active on economic policy files such as fertilizer cost to farmers,
taxation, energy, and transportation.

Highlights:

• Concern over fertilizer supply and demand remained high on CFI’s agenda through the winter. 
From December to March CFI spoke to a number of farm groups from Nova Scotia to Alberta. 
CFI also responded to several media enquiries regarding fertilizer prices. Our key messages to the
media and Canadian public were:
– The recent financial crisis has resulted in a great deal of volatility and uncertainty in all markets,

including agriculture. The immediate trend is not clear. 
– The world fertilizer market has been driven by growing demand in China and India. The long-

term trend for agriculture and fertilizer demand in those countries continues to appear positive.
This would lead to a recovery in the market.

• Members of Parliament from all parties, responding to complaints by farmers, attacked fertilizer
companies for high prices when CFI appeared before the Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Agri-Food on May 7, 2009. CFI highlighted a number of key ways the Canadian fertilizer industry
contributes to the competitiveness of crop producers, including:
– Ensuring farmers have reliable access to high-quality fertilizer products 
– Providing the latest scientific advice to allow farmers to get the most from every dollar spent

on fertilizer 
– Managing stewardship programs to protect the environment and protect the public from accidents

or criminal misuse 
– Improving farmer access to the latest fertilizer and supplement technology through the Canadian

Fertilizer Products Forum 
– Educating the public about the critical role that plant nutrients play in feeding the world by

sponsoring and supporting the Nutrients for Life Foundation

• Following CFI’s appearance the Committee agreed to send a letter to the Competition Bureau
concerning prices in the Canadian fertilizer industry.

• CFI sent a letter of support to the Federal Department of Finance and the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade
supporting normaliz ing trade rules
with Libya, which is consistent with
CFI’s support for free trade in
fertilizers through a zero-for-zero
tariff policy.

• During the annual Mines and
Energy Ministers’ meetings in
Saskatoon, CFI issued a brief the
supporting tax incentives for
investment, sustainable energy
policies, effective rail service,
realistic environmental policies with
achievable targets and programs to
address the skills shortage. 



Our member companies have made significant investments over the years to improve
manufacturing energy efficiency and to reduce air emissions. CFI works diligently to
ensure that our voluntary efforts to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions are

recognized by the federal and applicable provincial governments.

Highlights:

• Following the U.S. Election of President Obama, a new greenhouse gas policy of Cap and Trade
which would set a limit or cap on the amount of a pollutant that can be emitted was proposed. CFI
played a role in developing the policy on the international stage with Roger Larson attending the
International Fertilizer Associations’ Task Force meeting on climate change in Seattle. Discussion 
focussed on key steps for IFA leading up to CoP14 in December 2008. Canada has more
experience in dealing with these issues than most of our global industry.

• After the federal government’s fall Throne Speech, which signalled a new direction on greenhouse
gases, CFI renewed its lobby effort with the Conservative Members of Parliament to ensure that
commitments for the creation of the Fertilizer Task Force on greenhouse gas are honoured. The
Air Emissions Working group developed a voluntary program for reducing emissions of smog-
related pollutants as an alternative to the federal, CEPA-based proposal, which is expected to be
abandoned in favour of a cooperative approach with industry and the provinces. 

• CFI senior staff met with European Fertilizer Manufacturers Association staff to compare notes
and identify greenhouse gas strategies. Alberta nitrogen producers are the first in the world
fertilizer industry to actually pay a carbon charge.

• Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan are in discussions with the federal government on
equivalency agreements for the regulation of greenhouse gases. CFI submitted a brief to the
Ontario government on its Cap and Trade plan. CFI urged the Ontario government to recognize
the unique position of the fertilizer industry, as well as recognize the reduction cutting measures
the industry has taken over the last 20 years. Discussions are underway with Saskatchewan on
proposed regulations in that province.

• CFI continues to work with provincial governments to develop a protocol that will allow farmers to
sell greenhouse gas offsets based on their adoption of best management practices that reduce
emissions of nitrous oxide from the application of fertilizer. It is estimated that adoption of the
Nitrous Oxide Emission Reduction Protocol (NERP) by farmers could lead to one to two million
tonnes of CO2 equivalent greenhouse gas reductions across Canada. 

• CFI worked with industry, federal & provincial officials, and environment and health groups on 
alternative regulatory approaches for air pollutants under the Canadian Environmental Protection
Act (CEPA). There is wide support for a national system managed by the provinces with a federal
backstop. Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan are in discussions with the federal
government on equivalency agreements for the regulation of greenhouse gases.

• Potash members have agreed to develop a long-term voluntary plan for reducing particulate matter
as an alternative to federal regulation. Nitrogen members are already working on a similar plan
for ammonia emissions.

• CFI and the potash members met with Environment Canada on April 28 in Ottawa, a partnership
approach was negotiated to develop a new protocol for point-source measurement of particulate
emissions; pilot tests took place at Mosaic’s Belle Plaine facility.

Canadian Fertilizer Institute 2009 Annual Report  5

Environment Committee Chair:
Vic Mudie
Dyno Nobel Nitrogen Inc. 

All of Canada’s policies, as they 

relate to climate change will be put

forward publicly before we arrive

at Copenhagen in 2009. In 2010, 

we will be into the detailed process

of preparing the actual regulations,

the gazetting process. 2011, January

1, 2011, sector by sector will be the

start of the commencement date,

and, and as I pointed out today,

that is the, the start date for the 

application of the offset credits 

in terms of counting against 

reductions.
Minister of Environment
Honourable Jim Prentice 

June 10, 2009

Environment



CFI launched the Fertilizer Safety & Security Council (FSSC) in 2003 to promote the safe 
and secure manufacturing, handling, storage, transportation and application of commercial
fertilizer. FSSC priorities include codes of practice for both anhydrous ammonia and

ammonium nitrate, the On Guard for Canada campaign, issues related to transportation of dangerous
goods (TDG) legislation, and safety and security training resources for farmers, retailers, carriers 
and first responders. 

Highlights:

• Completing Phase I of its commitment under the TDG reclassification of anhydrous ammonia,
the FSSC produced a comprehensive first responder communications and training package, which
was distributed to some 4500 fire stations across Canada. There was a ceremonial launch of the
program at CFI’s Parliamentary Forum in March 31, 2009 further emphasizing CFI’s partnership
with the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs. The campaign is one of the ways we inform front-
line responders about the importance of recognizing anhydrous ammonia and the action required
to protect themselves and the community in the event of a spill. 

• The CFI Board formally endorsed CAAR’s
Integrated Security Protocol proposal. The
proposal requests that the federal government
contribute to a crop input security tax credit or
rebate contribution program to help offset
costs of current and future security upgrades
at agri-retail sites required under various
codes and regulations. This initiative would
enhance public safety through improved
securing of essential fertilizers and crop
protection chemicals. 

• After six years of consultations, drafting,
editing, communication, and pilot testing, the
first two-year mandatory audit cycle of the
Ammonia Code of Practice began on January
1, 2009. This is the first initiative of its kind in
the world, setting a new gold standard in
fertilizer industry stewardship. This milestone
sets a whole new set of challenges and
opportunities for the FSSC to ensure that the
program is successful and credible. This will
require effective communication, inspections,
compliance assistance, and enforcement of the
code. By January 1, 2011, retailers will need to
have successfully passed an audit to continue
receiving ammonia from suppliers.  

• Working through its partnership with Natural
Resources Canada, the FSSC endorsed the
department’s explosive security campaign.
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FSSC Chair:  
Bill McEwen
Agrium

I want to thank CFI for their 

determination and commitment 

on this project. It has not been an

easy path and many steps were 

required to get to this point. 

The CFI through this project is

showing its commitment to making

a significant contribution to

improve the safety of first

responders and the public. The

partnership with the Canadian

Association of Fire Chiefs will assist

both parties in getting the message

to the fire service across Canada

and will help ensure that any

incidents involving anhydrous

ammonia are handled in a safe

manner and mitigated as soon as

possible through better

understanding and training.

Don Warden
Executive Director 

Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs

Fertilizer Safety 
& Security

Russ Holowachuck, Canadian Fertilizers
Limited, presenting Bruce Burrell, President
of Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs, with
the first copy of the FSSC First Responder
communications and training package on
anhydrous ammonia.



Over the past several years, CFI has developed the 4R Nutrient Stewardship system based 
on the Right Source @ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® framework for nutrient best
management practices (BMPs). This framework has proven useful for policy development

and addressing nutrient management issues in both domestic and international circles, and is highly
effective in promoting our industry’s commitment to stewardship.

Highlights:

• Roger Larson presented the 4R Nutrient Stewardship system to European and North American
senior executives at the breakfast meeting of The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) and the European
Fertilizer Manufacturers Association (EFMA) at IFA’s Annual Conference in Shanghai. IFA
approved the formal adoption of the 4Rs by IFA’s Agriculture Committee. As well, EFMA has been
invited to sign on. 

• The 4R Nutrient Stewardship System, encourages the use of the right product/source at the right
rate, time, and place, was developed in Canada by CFI and the International Plant Nutrition
Institute (IPNI). CFI has gained formal government recognition for 4R Nutrient Stewardship in
three Canadian provinces:  Saskatchewan, Ontario and Alberta, with Manitoba pending. 

• CFI, in partnership with TFI, sponsored a five-part series on the 4R Nutrient Stewardship system
in the American Society of Agronomy’s Crops and Soils magazine. The articles were written by
IPNI staff to raise awareness of the 4Rs approach and the science behind it. Crops and Soils is read
by Certified Crop Advisors across North America. 

• The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, in partnership with Agriculture Canada and the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture, have produced “Best Management Practices: Managing Crop
Nutrients”. The book assists farmers in the understanding of how nutrients work and the BMPs
for nutrients – farmers are urged to follow CFI’s 4Rs system: “Put the right rate of each nutrient at
the right time in the right place. In a nutshell, this is your BMP for applying nutrients.”

• CFI has gained the support of Keystone Agricultural Producers, the largest farm group in Manitoba,
to encourage the Manitoba government to formally recognize the industry’s 4R Nutrient Stewardship
system. At the request of CFI, Keystone sent a letter of support to Manitoba government for 
4R Nutrient Stewardship.

• A CFI-financed  Emission Reduction Protocol workshop in Calgary brought together leading
North America scientists to provide formal scientific peer review for the Alberta Protocol. The
peer review is essential in order to have the Protocol recognized by the Federal government and
the UN as the basis for developing greenhouse gas offsets for reducing on farm N2O emissions.
The protocol is based on CFI’s Right Source @ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® nutrient
management system. Representatives of farm groups, the federal government and Ontario,
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta attended.

Urban Fertilizer Council

The Urban Fertilizer Council was established in co-operation with the lawn and garden
fertilizer industry to help homeowners and turf management professionals understand how
to look after their properties safely and properly
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Highlights:

• Clyde Graham travelled to the
Communities in Bloom National
Symposium September in Lethbridge,
Alta. Clyde presented an overview of
the UFC, emphasized stewardship and
the 4Rs approach, and the importance
of providing homeowners, park mana -
gers, groundskeepers and municipal
leaders with science-based informa -
tion. The UFC, funded by non-CFI
lawn and garden fertilizer companies,
is a national sponsor of Communities
in Bloom. 

• CFI Chairman Russ Holowachuk
represented the fertilizer industry at
the national awards cere mony and
spoke on the importance 
of protecting the environment.

• The UFC is developing a plan to
promote low-phosphorus fertilizer
products as a science-based and more
sustainable alternative to phosphorus
fertilizer bans. The city of Magog,
Que., has enacted a very aggressive
regulation against commercial
fertilizers stemming from concerns
about excess phosphorus impacting
the environment. CFI is working with
QFMA to prevent other communities
from following Magog’s example.

Nutrients

Nutrients Committee Chair:
Doug Beever
Agrium



Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada

This year CFI was instrumental in the
official  launch of the Canadian
equivalent to the U.S. Nutrients for

Life Foundation. The object of the Nutrients
for Life Foundation Canada is to provide science-based information about fertilizers to increase
understanding of how the responsible use of fertilizers can improve the health of our soil, the plants
that grow in it, and ultimately, the foods we eat. 

Highlights:

• The Nutrients for Life Foundation made appearances at science teacher conferences, in Ontario,
Alberta and Saskatchewan to begin promoting the curriculum supplements. 

• The Nutrients for Life Foundation hosted a lunch at CFI’s Legislative Forum in Winnipeg on
November 4, 2008.  The guest speaker for the lunch was Johanne Ross, Executive Director of
Agriculture in the Classroom in Manitoba. Ms. Ross discussed how she inspires young people to
care about where their food comes from and to look at the agriculture industry as an exciting
place to be.  She highlighted their interactive programs and the work they do with thousands of
educators, students and volunteers to increase agriculture awareness in young people across the
province. 
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Nutrients for Life Chair:  
Hugh Loomans
Sylvite Sales Inc. 

Nutrients for Life

Nick Adamchak, Jordan Rivait, Deborah and
Monty Summa: Winning Foursome at Inaugural
Nutrients for Life Golf Tournament

Ford West presented Roger Larson and Hugh Loomans with $125,000 donation to Nutrients for
Life Foundation Canada during the official Industry launch at CFI’s 63rd Annual Conference in
St. John’s, Newfoundland



• Members of Parliament and fertilizer industry leaders gathered on Parliament Hill to celebrate
the launch of Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada on March 31, 2009. The Chair of Nutrients 
for Life, Hugh Loomans presented David Anderson, Member of Parliament for Cypress Hills –
Grasslands, Saskatchewan with the first official copy of the science-based educational material.
Mr. Anderson is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and to the
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food for the Canadian Wheat Board. Mr. Anderson spoke highly
of the work of the Foundation and congratulated the members on this proactive and timely
initiative.  He spoke of the importance of science to the agriculture industry.  Referring to the
Foundation’s educational material, he said “it is key that Nutrients for Life is rooted in sound
science.” The breakfast event also featured farm leaders – Richard Phillips, Executive Director of
the Grain Growers of Canada, representing 80,000 grain and oilseed farmers across the country;
Ron Bonnett, 1st Vice President of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, the country’s largest
farmers’ organization representing over 200,000 Canadian farmers and farm families; Both
government and farm representatives stressed the importance of industry, government and
farmers working together to continue the good work of Nutrients for Life.  In a time when the
environment is a major topic of concern, the Foundation is another building block in a greener,
more sustainable Canada. Patricia Davidson, Member of Parliament for Sarnia-Lambton,
sponsored the event. 
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I have become more aware of the

important role that the fertilizer

industry contributes not only to

the local economy via jobs, but

also in replenishing the soil and

allowing for the production of

abundant, nutritious food. 

I applaud Nutrients for Life for

carrying this message forward.”

Pat Davidson
Member of Parliament

Sarnia-Lambton

Nutrients for Life

Hugh Loomans, Richard Phillips, David Anderson, Ron Bonnett, Sylvain Lavoie:  Members of
Parliament and fertilizer industry leaders gathered on Parliament Hill to celebrate the launch
of Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada on March 31, 2009



Highlights:

• CFPF held its annual forum in Ottawa October 15-16, 2008 in partnership with the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). The conference was the wrap up for the government funded
$707,000 project. The outcomes report is available on the CFPF website at www.cfpf-fcpf.ca. 
The CFPF will continue at a reduced level of activity. CFI has committed to maintain the website
and member database, assist with updates to members, organize several Executive Committee
meetings per year and assist in organizing an annual conference. CFPF members have agreed to
continue the valuable work of the CFPF and will build on the substantial gains and synergies that
have been made. 

• The final news release summarizing the work of the CFPF under a federal government grant was
distributed November 27, 2008. The CFPF worked closely with the regulators to improve the
registration process. The result has been more efficient regulations for companies which develop,
manufacture and import fertilizer and supplements for farmers in Canada.

• The project’s final report was sent to Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, farm groups, provincial
ministers of agriculture and CFPF members. Minister Ritz has provided a letter commending the
work of the CFPF. The CFPF has been very successful and is considered in government as an
exemplary model of consultation as part of the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulations.

• Following concerns over melamine in fertilizer IFA conducted a world-wide survey among its
urea producing members. Based on the survey results, IFA ascertains that, to the best of its
knowledge, melamine is not currently used voluntarily, legally, or commercially in commodity
fertilizers nor as a mainstream fertilizer product in any country covered, including Canada. 

• Following IFA’s survey and Health Canada’s statement the CFI Board of Directors approved the
following policy statement:

The Canadian Fertilizer Institute is not aware of any fertilizer containing melamine being produced
or sold in Canada now or in the past. Melamine is not an approved fertilizer under the Fertilizers
Act and Regulations administered by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. The Canadian Fertilizer
Institute and its members believe that the sale of melamine as a fertilizer would be inconsistent with
Canada’s high standards for the safety and efficacy of fertilizer products.
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Products Committee Chair:  
Rigas Karamanos
Viterra

Over the past two years, the

Canadian Fertilizer Products

Forum (CFPF) has provided

agri-retailers with improved

access to new products, and

has promoted the safety and

efficacy of the fertilizers and

supplements that are sold

and provide insight into the

future needs of customers

and emerging market oppor -

tunities. Last year marked

the completion of the project

which was based on product

policy development, commu -

nications and research

activities. CFI will continue

to maintain the CFPF

website as well as conduct a

yearly conference for

members of the Forum.

Products



Highlights:

• CFI held its Annual
Parliamentary Forum in
Ottawa March 30 – April 1,
2009. This year CFI
partnered with the Canadian
Association of Agri-Retailers,
Ontario Agri-Business
Association, Quebec
Manufacturers Association
and the Atlantic Fertilizer
Institute to hold a variety of
events throughout the Forum
in which Members of Parlia -
ment were invited to attend,
including the official launch
of the Nutrients for Life, group lobby meetings, a lunch and reception. Overall CFI members met
with 31 Members of Parliament including the Minister of Natural Resources Lisa Raitt, and Minister
of State (Transport) Rob Merrifield. Ralph Goodale, the House Leader for the Official Opposition
gave a speech to representatives of the fertilizer industry during CFI’s Parliamentary Forum. Mr.
Goodale focused on the economy and how the fertilizer industry will be a leader within the
Canadian economy to get the country back on track. 

• This year’s Legislative Forum was held in Winnipeg, November 3-5, 2008. CFI’s reception during
the Forum gave members a chance to meet and speak with Manitoba MLAs Rick Borotsik, Blaine
Pedersen, Cliff Cullen, Ralph Eichler, and Larry Macguire on key issues affecting the fertilizer
industry. The Honourable Rosann Wowchuk, Minister of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Initiatives,
Deputy Premier, and Minister responsible for Cooperative Development, addressed the group,
commending the industry on its stewardship and education initiatives. Representatives from the
Manitoba Departments of Conservation, and Labour and Immigration participated in the FSSC
meeting where discussions focussed on the Ammonia Code of Practice and how it can
compliment provincial regulations.

• CFI and the Canadian Association of Agri-Retailers furthered the positive
relationship between the fertilizer and agri-retailer industries by adding a
Fertilizer Outlook Forum to the 2009 CAAR Convention agenda. The Forum,
which was attended by approximately 400 people, outlined the current and
potential future of fertilizer supply and demand.  Breen Neeser, Agrium; Gord
McKenzie, The Mosaic Company; and Al Mulhall, PotashCorp. presented the
nitrogen, phosphate and potash perspectives. Darrell Ingram, President of Direct
Hedge S.A. and Ryan Sherwood, FCStone Consultant gave an introduction to the
financial benefits of hedging. The afternoon session ended with John Schrives
from Environment Canada and Mark Coppicus from Viterra presenting the latest
updates to the Ammonia Code of Practice and encouraged agri-retailers to sign
up for audits as soon as possible.
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2008/2009 Major Events
63rd Annual Conference
August 11-13, 2008 – St. John’s, NFLD

Canadian Fertilizer Products Forum 
Conference
October 15-16, 2008 – Ottawa, ON

North American Fertilizer 
Transportation Conference
October 20-22, 2008 – Tucson, AZ

Provincial Legislative Forum
November 3-5, 2008 – Winnipeg, MB

CFI Outlook Forum – CAAR Convention
February 12, 2009 – Regina, SK

Parliamentary Forum
March 30 – April 1, 2009 – Ottawa, ON

Major Events

Member of Parliament Ralph Goodale presented to CFI Members
during the Parliamentary Forum March 2009

Roger Larson, CFI, Lisa Raitt, Minister of
Natural Resources, and Garth Moore, Potash
Corporation of Saskatchewan at the  Fertilizer
and Agri-Retail Reception March 31, 2009
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Joe Stannard
started in the
fertilizer business
with Sherritt
Gordon in 1952.
Mr. Stannard began
his career as a
labourer as very
young man but he
showed great
promise and
quickly became an
plant operator in the metals operation and then eventually rose to be in
charge of ammonium sulphate and urea production for Sherritt Gordon. 
In 1980 he participated on the project to build a new Fort Saskatchewan
urea and ammonia production facility and became the Urea Operating
Super intendant in 1983. In this job he also oversaw all fertilizer shipping
and load out. By 1990 he was in charge of new ammonia tank installations.
Through a variety of industry mergers that saw Sherritt turn into Viridian
and then Viridian merge with Agrium, Mr. Stannard keeping working until
he retired from Agrium in 1996.

Joe decided he wanted to keep working and helped set up the International
Raw Materials Ltd’s Sales Office in Fort Saskatchewan, AB October in 1996.
Mr. Stannard was responsible for sales, logistics, storage and transportation
of ammonium sulphate with IRM and was always a wealth of information
and advice. He retired after the summer of 2006. 

Don Smith earned a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Sir George
Williams University in Montreal, and joined C-I-L in 1964. Mr. Smith is a
Certified Management Accountant and has held senior management
positions in most businesses of C-I-L including Ammunition, explosives,
Sulphur products, general chemicals, defence products and industrial
chemicals. Mr. Smith spent two years in the United Kingdom with ICI’s salt
and lime business before moving to London, Ontario. 

In 1978 Mr. Smith joined the London division of then C-I-L, which became
ICI, Terra and lastly the Agronomy Company of Canada Limited. Mr. Smith
became the General Manager of the Agromart Group in 1989 and completed
a major restructuring of the business over the next few years.

Mr. Smith is the past President of the Southwestern Ontario chapter of
the Financial Executives Institute, and served as Chairman of the CFI
Board of Directors in 1999. He has also served on the CFI Board of
Directors, the Core Executive, and the Executive Policy Committee as well
as numerous other committees in his 28 year career in agriculture.  

Each year, CFI staff recognizes individuals who have rendered excep -
tional service to the industry on a specific project or issue. This year

CFI recognized two individuals. 
Dean Andersen of Viterra 

Inc. was awarded for his dedi ca -
tion and leadership in developing 
a new partnership with Statistics
Canada. The federal agency has
assumed responsibility for collec -
tion and reporting of fertilizer
production and shipments data,
but CFI members provide advice
and quality control. 

As chair of CFI’s statistics committees and working groups, Mr. Andersen
has been tireless over the years in working to ensure that the Canadian
fertilizer industry has had access to timely and accurate data for making
informed business decisions. This data is also critical to ensure that federal
and provincial government’s can make informed policy decisions about
agriculture, the environment and the economy.

Mr. Andersen led the implementation of an electronic data collection
system in 2005 that streamlined reporting for members. Unfortunately,
changes in industry ownership and competitive pressures forced CFI to
suspend publication of data in July 2006. He and members of his committee
worked to explore solutions and ultimately to establish a partnership with
Statistics Canada. Mr. Andersen has always been available and patient in
answering technical questions and explaining the working of the industry
to CFI staff and members of the Statistics Canada team. 

Steve Horvat, of Agrium in Calgary, is a member of several of CFI’s
technical committees. Steve Horvat has provided exemplary leadership 
to the fertilizer industry and to CFI in particular as Chairman of CFI’s
Ammonia Reclassification Committee. 

From 2003, when Transport Canada first announced it would reclassify
anhydrous ammonia to a 2.3 “toxic gas”, Mr. Horvat brought his depth of
expertise in the transportation regulations of both Canada and United
States to forge a challenging consensus on the issue among manufacturers,
retailers, growers, government, First Responders, and other industries.
Given there were differences of opinions, not only between the many
stakeholders, but also within the industry itself, the process was a real
challenge calling on his professionalism and diplomacy to forge a consensus.
The results of his work came to fruition this year when the final regulation
was published, allowing ammonia shippers to use an alternate placard
which meets the needs of our industry and first responders in addition of
both Canadian and U.S. regulators. 

2008 Honourary Members 2008 Award of Merit
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2008-2009 
Board Of Directors

Norm Beug
The Mosaic Company

Joe Giesler
Terra Industries Inc.

Russ A. Holowachuk
Canadian Fertilizers Ltd.

Bruce Hope
Yara Belle Plaine

Don Kitson
International Raw Materials

Roger Larson
Canadian Fertilizer Institute

Sylvain Lavoie
Yara Canada L.P.

Hugh M. Loomans
Sylvite Sales Inc.

Murray Martin
Agrico Canada Ltd. 

Andre Mercure 
La Coop Federee

Vic Mudie
Dyno Nobel Nitrogen Inc. 

Breen Neeser
Agrium

Al Raine
Richardson International

Gary Snyder
PotashCorp

Doug Wonnacott
Viterra Inc. 

Executive Committee

Chairman: 
Russ Holowachuk
Canadian Fertilizers Ltd.

Vice-Chairman:
Hugh Loomans
Sylvite Sales Inc.

Secretary:
Norm Beug
The Mosaic Company

President:
Roger Larson

Audit Committee
Chair: Al Raine, 
Richardson International Limited 

Planning & Budget 
Committee
Chair: Norm Beug
The Mosaic Company

Industry Relations 
Committee
Chair: Murray Martin
Agrico Canada Limited

CFI currently has 36 active members, 
10 affiliate members, and 14 associate

members. CFI is governed by its Board of
Directors, which includes representatives
of the manufacturing, wholesale, and retail
sectors of the industry. Directors are
elected each year at CFI’s Annual General
Meeting.

The Board has several working
committees, in cluding Audit, Planning &
Budget, and Industry Relations, to advise
CFI staff on the focus and direction of CFI
activities. In addition, the Board Executive
Committee, comprised of the Chair, Vice-
Chair, Secretary and CFI President, work to
establish strategic direction and priorities
for the association.

For a complete list of our member
companies, visit our website at
www.cfi.ca.



Contact Us:
Canadian Fertilizer Institute
350 Sparks Street, Suite 802

Ottawa, ON  K1R 7S8
T (613) 230-2600, F (613) 230-5142

info@cfi.ca
www.cfi.ca

CFI Staff
Roger Larson
President

David Finlayson
Vice-President, Science & Risk
Management

Clyde Graham
Vice-President, Strategy & Alliances

Susan Sykes
Director, Public Affairs
Executive Director, Nutrients for Life

Carla Ventin
Executive Director, Nutrients for Life

Monique MacDonald
Manager, Finance & Corporate Services

Catherine King
Public Affairs & Events Co-ordinator

Neransra Siharath
Association Administrator 

Tanya Black
Public Affairs Co-ordinator
Nutrients for Life


