
The first of the Foundation’s
curriculum supplements are
ready for teachers and students

to start bringing plant nutrients and
their contribution to sustainable
agriculture to life in classrooms in
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba
and Ontario.

At the Nutrients for Life launch
event in Ottawa on March 31, 2009,
David Anderson, Member of Parlia -
ment for Cypress Hills – Grasslands,
Saskatchewan was very pleased to be
presented with the first official copy
of the science-based educational
material by the Chair of Nutrients for
Life, Hugh Loomans.

Mr. Anderson spoke highly of the
work of the Foundation and congrat -
u lated the members on this proactive
and timely initiative.  

The breakfast event also featured
farm leaders, including Richard
Phillips, Executive Director of the
Grain Growers of Canada, represent -
ing 80,000 grain and oilseed farmers
across the country, and Ron Bonnett,
1st Vice President of the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture, the coun -
try’s largest farmers’ organization
representing over 200,000 Canadian
farmers and farm families. Mr.
Bonnett commented on how the
public is increasingly disconnected
from farming and how an average
Canadian does not understand what
farmers do.  “We can’t feed the world
population with techniques used 
100 years ago.  Farmers recognize
fertilizer as an important tool in
growing crops.”

Today’s young people need to
recog nize the economic, social, and
environmental consequences of the
options they will confront as adults
facing the challenge of nourishing
Earth’s growing population. Nutrients
for Life’s Nourishing the Planet in the
21st Century curriculum supplement
was developed with this in mind.
Matched to each province’s unique
curriculum requirements, the supple -
ment is currently available for
Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta, with the remaining
provinces slated to follow as soon as
possible. A French language version
of the curriculum supplement is also
being developed for the province of
Quebec. 

The science-based curriculum sup -
plements have four main objectives;
to help students understand basic
aspects of plant biology related to
food production, to provide students
with an opportunity to practice and
refine their critical thinking skills, to
convey to students the purpose of
scientific research, and to recognize
the role of science in society and the
relationship between basic science
and human health. 

The supplements are now available
for download from the Nutrients for
Life website.  They will be actively
promoted to teachers at upcoming sci -
ence teacher conferences and through
our relationships with provin cial 
Ag-in-the-Classroom and other
educational organizations. 
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A s we near the close of our first year in operation, 
I am pleased to provide you with this update on our
progress at Nutrients for Life. It’s been an

outstanding year, focused on building a strong foundation
for our educational efforts in the future.

After months of hard work on the part of a dedicated team
of agronomists, curriculum experts and teachers, the first
of our curriculum supplements were completed, tailored
specifically for the provincial curriculum requirements in
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario. As we get
started on marketing these excellent materials to science
teachers in these provinces, work continues on completing
the adaptation work for the remaining provinces across the
country. The supplements provide teachers with a wide
variety of lessons to help students understand the
importance of plant nutrients for sustainable agriculture
and protecting the environment.

We have a busy and exciting year planned for 2009-2010.
We plan to intensify our efforts to reach out to teachers
and support them as they look for ways to bring nutrients
into their classrooms. Also keep an eye on our website,
where we plan to integrate some new interactive content to
capture the attention and imaginations of our younger
audience.

The Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada has a message for
Canadians: Plant nutrients play an essential role in both the
production of an abundant food supply and the preservation
of healthy green spaces. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your strong and continued support of this
message and our efforts to deliver it to all Canadians.  

Sincerely,

Hugh Loomans
Chair, Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada

• Doug McKell, a farmer and
Executive Director of Soil
Conservation Canada, a national,
non-governmental, independent
organization which provides a 
non-partisan public forum to 
speak and act at the national 
level for soil conservation.

• Robert Corrigan, a Development
Manager for Ducks Unlimited, 
a national, private, non-profit
organization that is commited 
to wetland conservation.

• Robert Adamson, a teacher 
in Pembina Trails School Division,

Manitoba for the past 34 years 
with current responsibilities for 
life science partnership initiatives 
at the school, school division 
and provincial level.

• Maurice DiGiuseppe, Ph.D., 
an assistant professor of science
education at the University of
Ontario Institute of Technology
(UOIT) in Oshawa, Ontario.

• Richard Phillips, Executive
Directors of the Grain Growers 
of Canada, an organization that
represents 80,000 grain and oilseed
farmers across the country.

This newsletter is printed on Rolland Hitech 30,
an environmentally responsible choice for digital
printing (FSC certified, 30% post-consumer
recycled paper, manufactured using biogas). 

Chairman’s 
message

New Directors

CONTACT
Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada
350 Sparks Street, Suite 802
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8
Tel: 613.230.2600
Email: info@nutrientsforlife.ca
www.nutrientsforlife.ca
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Upcoming Events
FORE!
The Canadian Fertilizer Institute 
is once again is once again raising
funds and awareness for the
Foundation with its annual golf
tournament to be held August 10,
2009 in Whistler, British Columbia.
Delegates from the 2009 North
American Fertilizer Transportation
Forum and the CFI’s 64th Annual
Conference will enjoy competing 
at the beautiful and chal lenging
Fairmont Chateau Whistler Golf
Course, with a portion of their
entry fee going to support the
Nutrients for Life Foundation.
Good luck to all golfers, and thank
you for your support!

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM
PRESENTS:
NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
ON PARKS & GROUNDS

“Biodiversity at Stake in the
Urban Environment”

September 29 – October 4, 2009,
Vaughan, ON

True to its primary mission to educate
and inform, the National Symposium
on Parks & Grounds will this year
address the topic of  biodiversity in the
urban environment. The conference
will focus on maintaining biodiversity
in grounds management as well as on
the necessity to preserve the urban
biodiversity. Afternoon Technical
Visits will complete the morning
conference sessions.

Guests will take advantage of the net -
working created during these visits to
share their expertise with fellow dele -
gates. To mark their 15th anniversary
(1995-2009), Communities in Bloom
invites attendees to the combined
National and Ontario Provincial
Awards Ceremonies, as they celebrate
this first joint Provincial & National
Conference.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE
AWARENESS CONFERENCE
2009
October 5-8, 2009, Saskatoon, SK

Nutrients for Life will be providing a
$5000 sponsorship for the NAAC in
Saskatoon. This progressive confer -
ence is a forum to share information,
experiences and insights on agricul -
tural education, awareness, commu -
ni cations & public relations in the
agri-food industry across Canada and
around the world. The conference
brings together people who share a
common interest in agriculture aware -
ness to exchange ideas, improve the
efficiency of existing programs,
develop partnerships for the delivery
of new programs, and showcase
regional achievements.

NUTRIENTS FOR LIFE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
December 1, 2009
Fairmont Royal York, Toronto, ON

SCIENCE TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
November 12-14, 2009, Toronto, ON

This conference provides information
and practical learning experiences
that will enable teachers to confi dently
and competently implement the
revised Science and Technology
(Grades 1-8) and Science (Grades 
9-12) curricula. A comprehensive and
balanced program with topics and
issues related to all aspects of Science
and Technology and Science educa -
tion will be provided, and there will
be an exceptional exhibitors section,
featuring the latest and most helpful
products and services related to
providing high quality and innovative
Science and Technology, and Science
programs for the students we serve.
Nutrients for Life will be participat -
ing in the exhibition.

Nutrients for Life will also be
represented at the Annual Science
Teacher Conferences in Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

Hugh Loomans (Chair) Sylvite Sales Inc.
Roger Larson (President) Nutrients for Life Foundation
Al Raine (Vice Chair) Richardson International Limited
Robert (Bob) Adamson Pembina Trails School District
Terry Baker Franklin Land & Cattle Co.
Doug Beever Agrium
Robert (Bob) Corrigan Ducks Unlimited
Dr. Maurice DiGiuseppe The University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Jill Fairbrother Scotts Canada
John Heard Manitoba Agriculture and Food 
Dr. Tom Jensen International Plant Nutrition Institute
Yvan Lacroix Quebec Fertilizer Manufacturers Association
Sylvain Lavoie Yara Belle Plaine
Richard Phillips Grain Growers Canada
Rick Rempel Agrico Canada Ltd.
Glen Shaw Soil Conservation Canada

Staff
Tanya Black Public Affairs Coordinator Nutrients for Life Foundation

Board Members
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To help increase public awareness
about the important role plant
nutrients play in soil fertility, the

Nutrients for Life Foundation, under -
written by The Fertilizer Institute, is the
lead sponsor of Smithsonian Institution’s
Dig It! Secrets of the Soil exhibit. The 5,000
square foot exhibit opened for public
viewing in the summer of 2008, and is
located just around the corner from the
Hope Diamond, in the Institution’s
Museum of Natural History.

“The purpose of the exhibit will be to
enhance visitors’ understanding and
appre ciation of the myriad of ways soil is
essential to our lives,” said Ford B. West,
President of the Nutrients for Life
Foundation and The Fertilizer Institute.
“We want to foster the public’s under -
standing of soils role in human health,
economic strength, environmental health
and food security.”

“In particular, we
want to stress the
consequences of soil
degradation,” Ford
added, “not only how 
it affects agricul ture
productivity, but how 
it can upset our fragile
ecosystem. People can’t
make new soils, we 
can reclaim then, but 
it’s costly and time-
consuming. So it’s
important to show
people how to prevent
soil degradation.”

The display includes
a variety of monoliths,
interactive panels,
games, videos, activities,
experiments, artifacts
and educational 

displays which are meant to demonstrate
to visitors the vital link between soil and
the health of our environment and
mankind. Audiovisual and interactive
media components help visitors better
understand little-known subject matter,
from a stack of rotating blocks that line
up to reveal four very different soil
ecosystems, to an animated film that
depicts bizarre soil organisms and their
interactions, to a display of soil-coring
devices and models of what lies beneath
towns, parks, and farms. Dig It! also
includes environmental designs, scale
models, multiple high-tech interactives,
real soil samples from every state in U.S.,
and ample hands-on experiences for
curious visitors. The exhibition is ideal
for both adults and children of all ages. 

In January of 2010, the exhibit will
begin touring the United States for up to
four years as a part of the Smithsonian
Institution’s Travelling Exhibit Service.

Exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution

DIG IT! SECRETS OF SOIL

“The Big Picture” area gives the global view, symbolized by a centrally-placed art sculpture depicting
soils at the center of Earth’s water, nutrient, life, and carbon cycles. A world map and computer
interactive stations highlight surprising global connections to soils. Nearby, the “Get Soil Savvy!” display
uses dramatic images and video to explore the importance of soils in land management and
conservation.

In “Sizing Up Soils,” visitors will get the dirt on soils in an array of fun
interactives and exhibition stations. A “Chef ’s Challenge” kitchen features
two flamboyant “soil chefs” who create two very different soils from the
same ingredients. Visitors can find their “home earth” in a display of 
54 soil samples, representing each state in the nation, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. Visitors become
soil detectives and use clues to deduce what landscapes three mystery
soils support.


