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The Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada has a message for
Canadians: Plant nutrients play an essential role in both the

production of an abundant food supply and the preservation of
healthy green spaces. I am extremely proud of the work the
Foundation has done to deliver this message over the past year,
and it has been an honour to do my part as Chair.

The Foundation was introduced to educators in Winnipeg 
in October 2008, providing teachers with a science-based
resource centre to increase the understanding of how nutrients
improve the health of our soil, the plants that grow in it, and
ultimately, the foods that we eat. Manitoba Agriculture

Minister and Deputy Premier, Rosann Wowchuk, congratulated the Foundation for
its commitment to supporting Canadian farmers and their efforts to meet growing world
demand for food while using sound science to protect the environment. Johanne Ross,
Executive Director of Manitoba Agriculture in the Classroom, also voiced her
support, noting that there is a real need for the educational materials the Foundation 
is providing. 

Our youth are increasingly disconnected from the realities of science-based modern
agriculture. We believe there is an information gap when it comes to understanding how
science-based modern agricultural techniques, including responsible nutrient management,
are critical to meeting society’s need for an environmentally sustainable food supply. 
Our Nourishing the Planet in the 21st Century educational materials for middle and high school
students are an important first step towards filling the gap. Teachers and students across the
country are now using these materials in their classrooms to better understand the importance of
plant nutrients in maintaining healthy soils to meet the world’s needs for an increased food supply as
well as for environmental protection.

It is of the utmost importance to us that our programs and materials are backed by sound science. To ensure
scientific accuracy, our educational materials were officially reviewed by the Smithsonian Institution, the largest
research body and museum complex in the world, and the International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI). 

Over the past year, we broadened the expertise on our Board of Directors. More than half of our Directors now
come to us with valuable perspectives from education, science, conservation and agriculture. I feel we have a top
notch team in place to help guide the Foundation as we move forward.

As I reflect on my term as Chair, it has been gratifying to launch a Foundation that has garnered support from a
wide variety of stakeholders. I am confident the future of the Foundation holds much promise and I look forward
to seeing it grow and evolve in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Hugh Loomans
Chair

2 2009 Annual Report • Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada Nutrients for the mind

C
H

A
IR

M
A

N
’S

 L
E
T

T
E
R



Nutrients for Life spent a busy year building interest in our
educational materials, fostering new partnerships to help us

spread our messages, and developing strategies for maximizing the
impact of our activities.

Our public education efforts recognize the need to connect with
youth. Our flagship offering is our Nourishing the Planet in the 21st

Century educational materials. This year we undertook the
enormous task of tailoring the material to meet the provincial
standards for Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba and
we are thrilled that the supplements are now available to teachers in
those provinces. To date, the Foundation has participated in six
science teacher conferences across Canada during which more than
500 copies of the educational material have been distributed. We
will continue to seek additional opportunities to engage teachers
through demonstrations and seminars at upcoming conferences.
Translation and production of French versions for Ontario, Quebec
and Manitoba will also be completed in the months to come.

The environment was an important theme for the Foundation
this year.  It has become apparent that Canadians increasingly want
action to protect the environment, and we are working to promote
environmental stewardship and to show society how responsible
nutrient use is a critical component of meeting the increasing global
demand for food and for environmental protection. Responsible
nutrient management, by following science-based best management
practices (BMPs), makes sense in both rural and urban environments.
The principles of 4R Nutrient Stewardship will be a foundation for
our future programs. Our plans for the coming year provide many
opportunities to demonstrate how nutrient stewardship works in
both agricultural and urban settings to preserve green spaces and
address environmental issues.

This year we continued to grow and evolve as an
organization to more effectively meet our goals. We
successfully launched a program through which donors
are able to sponsor an intern to work for the Foundation.
Our first intern has been an outstanding addition to the
team and has made great strides in promoting the
Foundation. Going forward, the internships will put
additional resources on the ground to help engage both
educators and the public in our programs. We plan to
develop a toolkit to help our staff, supporters, partners,
and donors become more engaged in the Foundations
activities.

In March 2009, the Foundation’s Board of Directors
and advisory group met in Ottawa to participate in a
strategy session. The group identified new approaches
for engaging educators and youth, such as leveraging
social media and developing more interactive content.
Integrating these tactics into our work plan will provide
more economical and effective alternatives to traditional
marketing.

We continue to work with our advisors, supporters,
the agriculture sector, and the government to ensure we
are in the best possible position to meet our objectives
and attract donors. Thanks to the commitments from
our stakeholders, we have been able to achieve a great
deal in a very short time. 

Here at Nutrients for Life, there is a void we strive
to fill. The public needs to be provided with educational
materials to learn how plant nutrients are essential to
maintain the health of our soils to ensure the sustainable
production of nutritious food and how, through science,
farmers can be stewards of the environment and protect
the natural resources essential to food production – the
air, soil and water.

Roger Larson Glenna Gosewich
President Executive Director
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ABOUT NUTRI

Nutrients for Life was launched in 2008 to provide science-
based educational material about the important role of plant

nutrients in modern agriculture for the production of nutritious,
abundant food and the preservation of healthy green spaces.

The general population is increasingly removed from food production.
The Foundation’s educational material brings important lessons
about agriculture and plant nutrients to life for Canadian students
and teachers. The Foundation strives to raise awareness of plant
nutrients and engage Canada’s youth in learning about sustain ability
in agriculture and the growing need for nutritious food around 
the world.

Nutrients for Life is committed to sound scientific research.
Developed by a team of agronomists and curriculum experts, 
our Nourishing the Planet in the 21st Century curriculum supplement 
is available free of charge for teachers and is currently being
adapted to complement each province’s unique education system.
The supplement provides much needed resource material on plant
nutrients for teachers to use in their classrooms. The lessons aim 
to open students’ eyes to the amazing impact of plant nutrients 
on our food supply and on the environment.

ABOUT NUTRI
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ENTS FOR LIFE
Nutrients for Life embraces “4R Nutrient Stewardship” –
Right Source @ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® which
incorporates the three pillars of sustainability: economic, social 
and environmental. The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization also promotes nutrient stewardship “You have to
choose the right inputs, right amounts, and apply them in the right
way and at the right time.” (December 10, 2007) In Canada, the
Crop Nutrients Council (CNC), which encompasses the major
farm, livestock and industry groups, has embraced 4R Nutrient
Stewardship and the solution to the multiple challenges faced by
the agriculture sector. Nutrient management provides farmers,
homeowners and municipal officials with a variety of science-based
best management practices (BMPs) to ensure plant nutrients are
applied responsibly.

Farm leaders and Members of Parliament voiced their support at
the public launch of the Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada on
March 31, 2009. During the event, Nutrients for Life Chair,
Hugh Loomans, presented Saskatchewan MP David Anderson,
Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
with the first official copy of the Saskatchewan curriculum
supplement. In addition, Richard Phillips, Executive Director of
the Grain Growers of Canada, representing 80,000 grain and
oilseed farmers across the country, and Ron Bonnett, 1st Vice
President of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, the country’s
largest farmers’ organization representing more than 200,000
Canadian farmers and farm families, both delivered messages of
support for the Foundation’s public education efforts.

ENTS FOR LIFE



Nutrients for Life traveled across Canada throughout the year to
introduce the Foundation to educators. Through presentations,
display booths, and special events, we raised awareness and
engaged teachers, students and communities in learning more about
plant nutrients. Our travels took us throughout the country.
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Perspectives from Nutrients for Life’s intern, 
Tanya Black:

What is the most valuable thing
you have gained from your time 
as an intern?

As someone with no experience in the agriculture
industry, it has been a very educational experience
working for Nutrients for Life. I’ve learned how
much the agriculture industry affects the daily lives
of almost everyone in the world, and what a large
part plant nutrients play in maintaining green
spaces and creating the world’s food supply. 
Both the knowledge and experience I’ve gained
from my internship at Nutrients for Life have been
valuable, and it seems that every day I learn
something new, whether it be about agriculture,
education, plant nutrients or the impact that 
non-profit organizations have on all of these issues.

What surprised
you most about
working with
Nutrients for
Life?

The biggest surprise was
the realization that there
is such a disconnect
between youth and
agriculture. From
speaking with people at
conferences and meet -
ings, I’ve learned the
importance of teaching
children and youth about
the impact that the
healthy use of plant nutri -
ents has on the world. In
my time here I’ve come
to realize the significance
of Feeding the World and
Keeping Canada Green in
creating a positive future
for our world and those
who live in it. 

GETTING THE GETTING THE 
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Board of Directors

6

1 Saskatchewan Science Teachers Society
October 9-11, 2008,  Saskatoon, SK

2. Nutrients for Life Educators Launch with Manitoba 
Ag in the Classroom, November 4, 2008 Winnipeg MB

3 Alberta Teachers Association Science Teachers Conference
November 13-15, 2008, Calgary, AB
November 19-21, 2009, Red Deer, AB

4 Science Teachers Association of Ontario
November 13-15, 2008, Toronto, ON
November 12-14, 2009, Toronto, ON

5 Science Teachers Association of Manitoba Conference
November 28, 2008, Winnipeg, MB

6 Launch of Nutrients for Life Foundation
March 31, 2009, Parliament Hill, Ottawa

7 Calgary Stampede
July 6-8, 2009, Calgary, AB

8 Communities in Bloom National Symposium 
on Parks and Grounds

September 29-October 4, 2009, Vaughan, ON

9 National Agriculture Awareness Conference
October 5-8,2009, Saskatoon, SK

3
1,9

2,5
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Hugh Loomans (Chair) Sylvite Sales Inc.
Al Raine (Vice Chair) Richardson International Limited
Robert (Bob) Adamson Pembina Trails School Division
Terry Baker (Chair-Elect) Franklin Land & Cattle Co.
Doug Beever Agrium Inc.
Robert (Bob) Corrigan Ducks Unlimited
Dr. Maurice DiGiuseppe The University of Ontario Institute of Technology (VOIT)
Jill Fairbrother Scotts Canada
John Heard Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives
Dr. Tom Jensen International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI)
Yvan Lacroix Association professionnelle en nutrition de cultures / 

Professional Association in Crop Nutrition
Sylvain Lavoie Yara Belle Plaine Inc.
Richard Phillips Grain Growers of Canada
Rick Rempel Agrico Canada Ltd.
Glen Shaw Soil Conservation Council of Canada
Roger Larson (President) ex-officio Nutrients for Life Foundation

Glenna Gosewich (Executive Director) Nutrients for Life Foundation

WORD OUTWORD OUT



Contact Us
Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada
350 Sparks Street, Suite 802
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8
Tel: 613.230.2600
Email: info@nutrientsforlife.ca
www.nutrientsforlife.ca


