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With an increase in concerns about food security and the environment, coupled with 
limited public awareness of the critical role of plant nutrients, the need has never been 

so great to bring the Nutrients for Life Foundation to Canada.

The world population is predicted to increase by 2.2 billion people over the next 30 years and
global food prices are expected to continue to rise, according to the UN. More than ever, the
public needs to know how plant nutrients are essential in providing nutritious, abundant and
diverse food to feed the growing world population.

At home, Canadians increasingly want action to protect the
environment and reduce industry’s carbon footprint. We need to
work together to promote environmental stewardship and show
Canada’s farmers how to use plant nutrients responsibly to
conserve and enhance our soil and protect our air and water. 

As Chair of Nutrients for Life, I am very pleased with the launch 
of the Foundation in 2008. Now is the time for action to discuss 
the essential role of nutrients in both the production of abundant,
nutritious food and preservation of healthy green spaces such as
lawns, parks, sports fields and golf courses in communities across
the country. 

While the Foundation has been in operation for less than a year, 
we have already achieved so much. Our website was launched in
August 2008, and provides an important resource with timely,
science-based information. We have also made huge strides in
tailoring educational material to provincial standards for middle
and high school science classes across Canada. Progress has been
made on delivering the materials to teachers at science teacher
conferences across the country. Everyday we are expanding our 
network to work together toward common goals. 

Thanks to the dedication of Board members, countless hours from the scientific community and
generous financial support of our donors, Nutrients for Life has been a timely and valuable initiative.
I look forward to another successful year.   

H.M. (Hugh) Loomans
Chair, Nutrients for Life
President and Chief Executive Officer
Sylvite Group of Companies
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After two years of planning, the decision to bring Nutrients for Life to Canada in 2008 has provided
a terrific opportunity.  Plant nutrients play a critical role in feeding our growing world population

while protecting the environment and retaining natural areas for wildlife.

The goal of Nutrients for Life in Canada is to build society’s capacity to understand complex issues
affecting food supply and the environment.

Food production is not sustainable without the use of plant nutrients, and this is a critical message for
the Foundation to carry forward. According to the Director-General of the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), “You cannot feed six billion people today and nine billion in 2050 without
judicious use of chemical fertilizers”. 

The responsible use of nutrients is important to the public not only for maintaining our soils, but also for
preserving our forests and natural areas for wildlife. Ultimately, sustainable food production depends on
a healthy environment. Over the past four decades, the use of plant nutrients, precision application
methods and other agronomic technologies have enabled North American farmers to triple crop
production while using less land. 

Education is an important component of Nutrients for Life. With the development of our educational
materials based on soil and plant science, we support science-based education and teacher grants in
middle and high school classrooms across the country. 

The Canadian Fertilizer Institute (CFI) is pleased to have played a leadership role in establishing the
Foundation in Canada. In the fall of 2007, together CFI and the founding Board members developed
sound governance and structure, ensuring that educators, farmers, and other members of the public all
play a leading role in setting the Foundation’s direction. CFI currently donates office space and staffing
to Nutrients for Life. Steps to register the Foundation as a charity are underway. 

The industry’s stewardship approach, Right Product@ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place®, will be
emphasized by Nutrients for Life. The Foundation will complement the work of the Urban Fertilizer
Council and the Crop Nutrients Council building coalitions with communities and agricultural producer
groups across Canada. Nutrients for Life will help to meet society’s economic, environmental and social
sustainability goals. 

The world needs a new Green Revolution, as the Minister of Environment, Energy and Forestry from
Prince Edward Island challenged us to do at our launch in August 2008. We are ready for this challenge
and look forward to seeing Nutrients for Life get us there. 

Roger Larson Carla Ventin
President Executive Director
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Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada is supported by plant nutrient
professionals, educators, scientists, producers and others in the agricultural

community who are committed to educating the public about the essential role of
nutrients in our society, economy and environment.

Current Board members of our charitable foundation include:

Hugh Loomans (Chair), Sylvite Group of Companies

Sylvain Lavoie (Vice Chair), Yara International ASA

Terry Baker, Franklin Land and Cattle Co. Ltd. and agricultural producer 

Doug Beever, Agrium Inc.

Jill Fairbrother, Scotts Canada

Fred Gill (Secretary), Saskferco Products Inc.

John Heard, Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives

Roger Larson, Canadian Fertilizer Institute

Al Raine, Richardson International Limited

Rick Rempel, Agrico Canada Limited/Limitée

Science Advisor

Tom Jensen, PhD Agronomy, 
National Great Plains Regional Director, 
International Plant Nutrition Institute

Nutrients for Life Foundation 
Canada

Roger Larson, President 

Carla Ventin, Executive Director 

BOARD MEMBERS
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The industry’s stewardship approach, Right Product@ 
Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place®, will be emphasized
by Nutrients for Life. The Foundation supports further scientific
research to meet society’s need for safe, nutritious and abundant
food while protecting the environment. 



The objective of the Foundation is to be a resource centre providing timely,
science-based information to increase the understanding of how the responsible

use of nutrients improves the health of our soil, the plants that grow in it, and
ultimately, the foods that we eat. Our efforts aim to increase awareness of the
essential role that plant nutrients play in growing food to feed the increasing 
world population while conserving and enhancing our soil and protecting our 
air and water. Ultimately the food supply is not sustainable unless we protect the
environment. 

The Foundation also provides information on the importance of plant nutrients in
preserving our lawns, parks, sports fields and golf courses in communities across
the country.  We recognize the importance of integrating economic, social and
environmental considerations to balance the need for food production, wilderness
areas and public spaces. 

Our objectives are reflected in our message: Feeding Our World & Keeping
Canada Green. Our primary message, Feeding Our World, refers to the
vital role of nutrients in the production of abundant, nutritious and
diverse food. 

Our second message, Keeping Canada Green, refers not only to
environmental sustainability, but also to the urban component
concerning preservation of healthy green spaces such as lawns, parks,
sports fields and golf courses in communities across the country. 
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Nutrients for Life is backed by science
All information posted on the website is based on soil and plant science and 
supported by agronomists at the International Plant Nutrition Institute. 
The Canadian educational science materials are based on curriculum officially 
reviewed by the Smithsonian Institution, the world’s largest museum complex 
and research body.



Despite being in operation for less than a year, Nutrients for Life has delivered
numerous results. Highlights include huge strides in tailoring educational material to

provincial standards for middle and high school science classes, launch of the website and
marketing at science teacher and Agriculture in the Classroom conferences.   

Achievements to date include:

Finalization of the three-year
operations plan outlining
governance, structure and
programs  

Organization of the Board,
appointment of the President,
Executive Director and 
science advisor

Establishment of Nutrients 
for Life and application as a 
registered charitable foundation 
with Canada Revenue Agency

Achievement of fundraising 
targets for first three years

Launch of website in August 
2008: www.nutrientsforlife.ca  

Development of communi cations
products including bilingual
brochures  

Industry launch of Foundation 
in St. John’s, Newfoundland 
on August 13, 2008

Outreach and promotion to
Agriculture in the Classroom
representatives and farm groups 
at the Agriculture Awareness
Conference in St. John’s,
Newfoundland

Tailoring of middle and high
school science material to
provincial standards for provinces  

Promotion of educational material at science teacher conferences across Canada 
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The website is an
important resource
providing timely,
science-based infor -
mation to increase the
understanding of how
plant nutrients are
essential to growing
food. The Foundation’s
website contains infor -
mation on emerging
issues including food
security and sustainable
development. Educa -
tional materials and
games are also
available.

Visit our website at 
www.nutrientsforlife.ca. 
All information posted to the Foundation’s 
website is based on soil and plant science and 
supported by agronomists at the International 
Plant Nutrition Institute.

Executive Director Carla Ventin and science advisor 
Tom Jensen promote Nutrients for Life at the
Agriculture Awareness Conference in St. John’s
Newfoundland in August 2008.

The Canadian educational materials are based on
curriculum which has been officially reviewed by the
Smithsonian Institution, the world’s largest museum
complex and research organization.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Chair Hugh Loomans internally launches the Foundation to industry
in St. John’s, Newfoundland on August 13, 2008.
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The U.S. Nutrients for Life President Ford West provides a donation to Roger Larson, President
and Hugh Loomans, Chair of Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada in August 2008.

The Foundation’s successful first year has been made 
possible by the dedication and financial support of 

members. The initial fundraising target has been met, 
providing $600,000 for the first three years of operation. 

Special thanks to the sponsors of the U.S. Nutrients 
for Life for its generous support of $125,000. 

The achievement of our fundraising goals for the first
three years demonstrates the industry’s willingness to get
ahead of the curve on growing national environmental
and international food security issues. Nutrients for Life
provides a channel to increase awareness of the critical
role of nutrients in feeding the world and keeping
Canada green.

Fundraising beyond year three will be important for the
coming year. A strategy involving employee fundraising
and endowments will also need to be explored.

FUNDRAISING

Corporate
Agrico Canada Limited/Limitée
Association des fabricants d'engrais du Québec
Agro 100 Limitée
The AGROMART Group 
Ameropa North America Inc.
Canadian Association of Agri-Retailers
Canadian Fertilizers Limited
Cargill Limited
Chaleur Fertilizers Limited
Clarke Companies 
La Coop fédérée
Dyno Nobel Nitrogen Inc.
Hudye Soil Services Inc.
Koch Fertilizer Canada, Ltd.
Lakeside Fertilizer
Long Fertilizers Ltd.
Nexus Ag Business Inc.
Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan 
Richardson International Limited
Saskferco Products Inc.
Scotts Canada
Sherritt International Corporation
Sylvite Group of Companies
SynAgri
Terra Industries Inc.
Thompsons Limited
Transammonia
Viterra Inc.
Westco
William Houde Limitée
Yara International ASA

foundations
Nutrients for Life Foundation (U.S.)
The Fertilizer Institute of Ontario Foundation



CONTACT
Nutrients for Life Foundation Canada
350 Sparks Street, Suite 802
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8
Tel: 613.230.2600
Email : info@nutrientsforlife.ca
www.nutrientsforlife.ca

www.shutterstock.com


